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Saifuddin: NPRA red tape caused delay in vaccine
procurement

Thursday, 29 Jul 2021

NATION

Reports by TARRENCE TAN, RAHIMY RAHIM, MARTIN CARVALHO and CLARISSA CHUNG 

THE initial delay in the National Covid-19 Immunisation Programme (NIP) over the procurement of vaccines was caused by unnecessary red tape by

the National Pharmaceutical Regulatory Agency (NPRA), says Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail (PH-Kulim Bandar Bharu).

He said Malaysia had missed out on a golden opportunity to procure vaccines internationally last year, and pointed out that countries such as

Singapore and the United States had approved the P�zer-BioNtech vaccine as early as December.

“The NPRA previously said it required 90 to 120 days and it was approved in February this year. In December last year, Singapore became the �rst

country in Asia to procure the vaccine.

“We were slow,” Saifuddin said in debating the brie�ng by Science, Technology and Innovation Minister Khairy Jamaluddin on the NIP.

Saifuddin said the delay in procuring vaccines had led to spikes in Covid-19 cases, adding that the government then adopted a “wait-and-see”

attitude.
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“When there is �erce competition and we don’t have strong bargaining power, other countries made procurement commitments and they are

negotiating for the earliest possible delivery dates to save lives.

“But here, we said wait for the NPRA. That is the bottleneck,” the MP said.

Saifuddin acknowledged the importance of the whole-of-society approach taken by the Federal Government, where the views of stakeholders were

taken into account in the country’s battle against Covid-19.

“Engagement with every stakeholder is vital in facing this pandemic,” he said.

Join our Telegram channel to get our Evening Alerts and breaking news highlights

How useful is this article to you?



Found a mistake in this article?
Report it to us.



Stories You'll Enjoy

Privacy  - Terms

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search

https://t.me/thestar_official
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles


7/29/2021 Saifuddin: NPRA red tape caused delay in vaccine procurement | The Star

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/07/29/saifuddin-npra-red-tape-caused-delay-in-vaccine-procurement 3/6

STARPLUS 23 Jul 2021

Malaysia's vaccination rate speeds past
the US

NATION 19h ago

Shouting match erupts in Dewan Rakyat
after Opposition MP questions PM's
support

NATION 13h ago

Saifuddin: NPRA red tape caused delay
in vaccine procurement

NATION 4m ago 

Parliament adjourns temporarily after
statement from Palace

NATION 13h ago

Wee is all praise for KJ’s NIP
presentation

STARPICKS 

Growth hacking your app development
process for greater visibility

Privacy  - Terms

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search

https://www.thestar.com.my/starplus
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/07/23/malaysia039s-vaccination-rate-speeds-past-the-us
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/07/28/shouting-match-erupts-in-dewan-rakyat-after-opposition-mp-questions-pm039s-support
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/07/29/saifuddin-npra-red-tape-caused-delay-in-vaccine-procurement
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/07/29/parliament-adjourns-temporarily-after-statement-from-palace
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/07/29/wee-is-all-praise-for-kjs-nip-presentation
https://www.thestar.com.my/starpicks
https://www.thestar.com.my/starpicks/2021/07/26/growth-hacking-your-app-development-process-for-greater-visibility?utm_medium=thestar&utm_source=spacrosstsol&utm_campaign=20210726_Huawei
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles


7/29/2021 Saifuddin: NPRA red tape caused delay in vaccine procurement | The Star

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/07/29/saifuddin-npra-red-tape-caused-delay-in-vaccine-procurement 4/6

Subscriptions

The Star Digital Access

SMS Services

Newsstand

Other Publications

Advertising

Our Rate Card

Classi�eds

Company Info Help

Load More

NATION 22h ago

Sepanggar MP: Why not vaccinate �rst,
register with MySejahtera later?

NATION 19h ago

It is done, Ku Li now sits with
Independent MPs, says Deputy Speaker

LETTERS 4h ago

Rude awakening as politicians showed
their true colours

NATION 19h ago

Authorities urged to be lenient when
enforcing SOP compliance on GPs

LETTERS 15h ago

MCA Youth: Halt probe into
#HartalDoktorKontrak participants;
motivate govt...

ARCHERY 13h ago

King of shoot-offs

Privacy  - Terms

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search

https://www.thestar.com.my/subscribe
https://www.thestar.com.my/SMS-Services
https://newsstand.thestar.com.my/
https://bookstore.thestar.com.my/
http://advertising.thestar.com.my/
https://starsearch.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/07/28/sepanggar-mp-why-not-vaccinate-first-register-with-mysejahtera-later
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/07/28/it-is-done-ku-li-now-sits-with-independent-mps-says-deputy-speaker
https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters
https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2021/07/29/rude-awakening-as-politicians-showed-their-true-colours
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/07/28/authorities-urged-to-be-lenient-when-enforcing-sop-compliance-on-gps
https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters
https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2021/07/28/mca-youth-halt-probe-into-hartaldoktorkontrak-participants-motivate-govt-medical-officers-instead
https://www.thestar.com.my/sport/other-sport/?bycat=15
https://www.thestar.com.my/sport/archery/2021/07/29/king-of-shoot-offs
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles


7/29/2021 Saifuddin: NPRA red tape caused delay in vaccine procurement | The Star

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/07/29/saifuddin-npra-red-tape-caused-delay-in-vaccine-procurement 5/6

Company Info

About Us

Job Opportunities

Investor Relations

Help

Contact Us

FAQs

Policies

Privacy Statement

Terms & Conditions

    

Copyright © 1995- 2021 Star Media Group Berhad (10894D)
Best viewed on Chrome browsers.

Subscribe to our FREE newsletter! Enter Your Email Address Here Subscribe

Privacy  - Terms

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search

https://www.thestar.com.my/AboutUs
http://starmediagroup.my/careers/life-with-us/
https://www.starmediagroup.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/ContactUs
https://www.thestar.com.my/FAQs
https://www.thestar.com.my/Privacy
https://www.thestar.com.my/Terms
https://www.youtube.com/user/thestaronline
https://www.instagram.com/thestaronline/?hl=en
http://twitter.com/staronline
http://www.facebook.com/TheStarOnline
https://t.me/thestar_official
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.knx.thestarmobile
https://itunes.apple.com/app/the-star-mobile/id428184176?mt=8
http://cdc.hispace.hicloud.com/000000WJ
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles


7/29/2021 Saifuddin: NPRA red tape caused delay in vaccine procurement | The Star

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/07/29/saifuddin-npra-red-tape-caused-delay-in-vaccine-procurement 6/6

Privacy  - Terms

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search

https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles

